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A medical centre near the corner of Main Street South and Nanwood Drive, as seen in this Aug. 2017 Google Street View image, is 
being considered as the site of a proposed retail cannabis store. Residents will have a 15-day window to make their views known. 


Brampton’s downtown may soon be 
adding a “green” tenant to their ranks. 

The city revealed Wednesday 
evening that a proposed location for a 
cannabis retail store has been put for- 
ward, according to an online listing. 

The proposed store would be located 
at 186 Main Street South, near the 
Brampton Mall at the corner of Main 
and Nanwood Drive. A 15-day public 
notification period will be facilitated 
by the AGCO. The reveal follows the 


city’s motion to allow private cannabis 
retail stores, which would be regulated 
and licensed by the AGCO. 

Residents who want to have their say 
will have until Feb. 20 to make their 
views known, with input being col- 
lected through the AGCO’s online por- 
tal, iagco.agco.ca. 

The city will not be issuing a public 
notification, as the AGCO will manage 
the licensing, renewals and enforce- 
ment over the retail stores. 


As reported previously by Peel 
Weekly News, the city stands to net 
anywhere from $743,000 - $2.9 mil- 
lion in future payments from the 
province to help offset the costs asso- 
ciated with legalization. 

Acannabis retail store could open in 
the city as soon as Apr. 1. A legal retail 
store would need to observe a mini- 
mum distance of 150 metres from 
schools. 
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Caledon home explosion investigation concludes, 
cause still not known 


by Jonathan Giggs & Alex Gregory 


The Ontario Fire Mar- 
shall’s Office has com- 
pleted their 
investigation the cause 
of a fatal explosion that 
claimed the life of a man 
in Caledon this past 
weekend. 

Fire Investigation Su- 
pervisor Andrea Gaynor 
said Monday that the 
Marshall’s Office will 
need “months to com- 
plete” the investigation 
into the blast that killed 
a 54-year-old man and 
displaced more than 30 
residents. 

Town of Caledon offi- 
cials held meetings with 
displaced homeowners 
Monday evening to give 
them an update as to the 
status of their proper- 


ties, and began letting 
homeowners back in to 
assess the damage and 
bring experts who can 
assess the damage. 

“Once the homeowner 
is able to present the 
Town with an assess- 
ment of the property 
and a remediation plan 
(if necessary), the un- 
safe order will be lifted, 
and the owner will have 
full access to their 
home,” the Town said in 
a statement. 

The incident occurred 
Saturday morning when 
residents reported an 
explosion in the Maple 
Grove Road and 
Hurontario Street area. 

A single detached 
house was demolished 


as a result of the blast, 
and 54 year-old Joseph 
Westcott was pro- 
nounced dead on the 
scene. 

Seven to nine houses 
also had _ significant 
damage due to debris, 
while another fifteen 
were damaged. 

Gas lines in the area 
were turned off due to 
concerns that it was still 
flowing into the de- 
stroyed property, said 
Fire Chief Darryl Bailey. 

“Upon arrival, there 
were concerns that be- 
cause the house was on 
the ground that gas was 
flowing,” Bailey said, 
noting that it was too 
soon to speculate on 
what might have caused 


the blast. 

Caledon Mayor Allan 
Thompson expressed his 
condolences to those af- 
fected by the blast, say- 
ing that he was proud of 
the way Town staff, 
local residents and the 
Region of Peel have as- 
sisted the affected resi- 
dents. 

“It is in times like 
these where the true 
strength of a community 
is tested,” Thompson 
said. 

Four other properties 
that incurred significant 
damage from the explo- 
sion are still under in- 
vestigation by the Fire 
Marshall’s Office. 


Caledon Fire Chief DarfyPBailey (top-left) speaks with affected} 
homeowners during a meeting held Monday evening . (Photo 
Courtesy of Town of Caledon) 


“Atrocious” housing situation at centre of UTM levy decision 


The cancellation of a $1 
million funding levy for a 
local university was dis- 
cussed Wednesday morning 
prior to the approval of Mis- 
sissauga’s 2019 budget. 


Spurred on by a deputa- 
tion by Mississauga Board of 
Trade government relations 
director Brad Butt, city 
councillors weighed on the 
decision to cut support for 
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the University of Toronto - 
Mississauga campus. 

The city’s budget commit- 
tee recently voted against 
continuing the annual levy, 
which was part of a ten-year 


funding pledge instituted in 
2013 to support the campus’ 
Innovation Complex. 

Noting that the campus 
drives a “key talent pool” 
that provides a direct bene- 
fit to the city and local busi- 
ness community, Butt urged 
councillors to reconsider the 
matter. 

“UTM is on the move, and 
its investments and pro- 
grams will only provide 
greater benefits in the fu- 
ture,” said Butt, who ex- 
plained that the campus 
provides $1.3 billion in eco- 
nomic impact to the city an- 
nually. “It’s poised to turn 
Mississauga into an eco- 
nomic powerhouse.” 

Ward 8 councillor Matt 
Mahoney, who represents 
residents living in the Mis- 
sissauga Road area near the 
campus, noted that he has 
heard concerns from the 
community over a_ lack of 
on-campus housing. 


"I'm very proud of UTM 
and the work they do," said 
Mahoney, saying the school 
has expanded significantly 
over the years. 

"Tl understand the return 
on investment, but I've been 
working closely with the 
community, and they have 
issues with the student 
housing. 

"Student housing is atro- 
cious... (UTM) needs to 
work with the community to 
bring that back up." 

Mahoney also said that if 
there is a way to work to- 
gether with the university to 
work out a solution, he 
would be open to it. 

"I've been very clear with 
UTM on this for the last four 
years... the community 
comes first,” he said. “I'm 
not prepared to continue to 
support this unless they 
work with me and Council 
on this. We heard that peo- 
ple are not happy." 
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Mayor Bonnie Crombie 
said that while she voted to 
continue the funding levy, it 
was Council’s rule at the end 
of the day and that it was 
unfair to bind the new coun- 
cil with the decisions of the 
previous one. 

"There are many people 
with their hands open look- 
ing for funding from the 
city," said Crombie. "We'll 
always explore each and 
every idea to use it as best 
we can.” 

In a town hall address de- 
livered to students and staff 
earlier this week, UTM prin- 
cipal Ulrich Krull said that 
he expected that council 
would look for opportunities 
to control the budget and 
prior commitments. 

“The university in this city 
is one of the economic driv- 
ers, and we will not walk 
away from that responsibil- 
ity,” Krull said. 
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Jobs and transit top of mind as Brown 
addresses business community 


Brampton is on the verge 
of a major transformation, 
Mayor Patrick Brown told 
a packed house Tuesday 
morning during his first 
address to the business 
community. 

Brown was on-hand to 
deliver remarks as the 
Brampton Board of Trade’s 
“State of the City” lunch- 
eon, held at Millennium 
Gardens Banquet Centre 
with more than 400 guests 
in attendance. 

In his inaugural address, 
Brown said that good jobs 
and transit infrastructure 
will be key indicators that 
will drive the city’s econ- 
omy over the next four 
years, pointing to the im- 
plementation of the Vision 
2040 master plan, devel- 
opment and diversity as 
the factors that will set 
Brampton apart in the 
GTA. 

“We can’t allow Bramp- 
ton to become a bedroom 
community,” Brown _ told 
the crowd. “Brampton 
means business.” 

Implementing Vision 
2040, which was estab- 
lished under the previous 
council and seeks to bring 


more than 300,000 into 
the city over the next 
years, will be achieved by 
focusing heavily on eco- 
nomic development, in- 
cluding efforts to promote 
the city abroad and high- 
light its educated popula- 
tion. 

“We are believers in 
Brampton,” said Brown. 
“We need to understand 
the demands for talent and 
human resources... we 
must deliver services and 
programs that support tal- 
ent development,” he said. 

Brown pointed to several 
key metrics, including a 
goal of creating 140,000 
jobs by 2041 and the estab- 
lishment of a long-term 
Arts and Culture master 


plan, as examples of how 
the city will achieve its 
goals. 

Getting a fair share for 
the city also remains a pri- 
ority, given recent talks 
over amalgamation and 
the push to build an LRT 
line through the Main 
Street corridor. 

Brown said that while he 
is “critical and less than 
optimistic when it comes 
to our funding right now 
from our partners in gov- 
ernment at the provincial 
and federal levels”, he will 
continue to pursue oppor- 
tunities to be active part- 
ners with the government 
to support the city’s transit 
demands. 


All hands on deck as 
cities brace for flooding 


Peel Region may be in 
for a very wet start to the 
weekend, as an estimated 
10 - 15 mm of rain are ex- 
pected in the city through 
this morning, which has 
led city officials to issue a 
flood warning. 

Credit Valley Conserva- 
tion advised Wednesday 
evening that precipitation 
would occur, with freezing 
rain transitioning into 
rain. 

Freezing temperatures 
are expected to climb to 
zero (0°C) today around 
noon, and may reach dou- 
ble digits by midnight be- 
fore temperatures cool off 
again. 

The rainfall is expected 
to have significant effects 
on the city’s river systems 
and on the water levels of 
Lake Ontario. 

With the Credit River 
slowly receding from the 
rain and snowmelt experi- 
enced over the past week, 
ice has caused jams at sev- 
eral spots throughout the 
city, including the Barber 
(Paper) Mill Dam, Eldo- 
rado Park and Meadow- 
vale, resulting in flooding 
along the river. 


The forecasted rain and 
warmer temperatures on 
Thursday may melt the re- 
maining snow, and the 
freezing rain will increase 
water levels along the 
Credit River. 

Freezing rain will also 
create slippery conditions 
for pedestrians and driv- 
ers. Local streams and 
rivers will become danger- 
ous, especially in the 
vicinity of culverts, 
bridges and dams. 

Residents are warned to 
stay away from all water- 
courses, especially chil- 
dren and pets. 

For safety and to reduce 
potential damage, resi- 
dents are advised to avoid 
walking or driving in 
flooded areas, stay away 
from creeks, rivers and 
streams, keep children 
and pets away from all 
waterways, and clear de- 
bris from catch basins 
near their homes or busi- 
ness if possible 

To report flooding, resi- 
dents can call 311, or (905) 
615-4311 if outside the city 
limits. 


Brampton man seriously 
injured in nighttime crash 


One man was seriously 
injured following a major 
crash that occurred Satur- 
day evening in Brampton. 

Police and paramedics 
were on seen around 9:30 
p.m. near the intersection 
of Major William Sharpe 
and Burt Drive, in which a 
single car had smashed 
into a tree. 

Sources say one man, 
who was a passenger in 
the vehicle with two other 
people, was taken to hos- 
pital in life-threatening 


condition from his in- 
juries. The man is ex- 
pected to survive. 

The two other occupants 
of the car, including an- 
other passenger and the 
driver, suffered serious in- 
juries. 

Residents who saw the 
crash or have additional 
surveillance video from 
the night of the incident 
are asked to call Peel Po- 
lice at (905) 453-2121, ext. 
2200. 
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Mississauga man charged 
in child pornography sting 


A 22 year-old Missis- 
sauga man is under ar- 
rest in connection with 
a child pornography in- 
vestigation. 

Adam Vidler, who has 
worked in multiple day- 
cares throughout Peel, 
was charged with one 
count of possessing 
child pornography after 
the Internet Child Ex- 
ploitation Unit executed 
a search warrant at his 
residence The warrant 
was conducted after a 
“lengthy investigation”, 
according to a police 
spokesman. 

Vidler, who appeared 
in Brampton court last 
week, worked at daycare 
facilities as part of a co- 
op plcement to become 
an early childhood edu- 
cator, police said in a 
news release distributed 
Friday. 

Vidler has also worked 
as an official with a 
minor hockey league in 
Mississauga, 

Police say additional 
persons may be im- 
pacted by the investiga- 
tion, but have not 
revealed why police 
were called to Vidler’s 
home. 


Residents with infor- 
mation regarding the in- 
vestigation are asked to 
call Peel Police’s Inter- 
net Child Exploitation 
Unit at (905)453-2121 
ext. 3490. 


Information can also 
be supplied by calling 
Peel Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-TIPS (8477) 
and leaving an anony- 
mous tip. 


22 year-old Adam Vidler, seen here in an undated handout photo 
from Peel Police, was arrested and charged last week in connec- 
tion with a child pornography investigation. 
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Transit on deck as Mississauga passes 
annual budget 


A 2.9 per cent residential 
property tax increase, 
nearly $10 million in new 
services and a renewed 
focus on transit and public 
safety are just some of the 
changes coming down the 
pipeline, as Mississauga 
city council approved the 
2019 budget and four-year 
business plan. 

The increase includes 
1.56 per cent for City serv- 
ices and 1.34 per cent for 
Region of Peel services, 
and comes in_ slightly 
higher than the City’s pro- 
posed residential tax in- 
crease of 2.75 per cent late 
last year. 

The budget is a solid fi- 
nancial plan that will allow 
the city to continuing pro- 
viding a high quality of 
services that residents rely 
on, said Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie, noting that they 
heard from residents re- 
peatedly about public tran- 
sit and safety. 

“This year’s budget 
makes strategic invest- 
ments while ensuring pro- 
grams and __ services 
continue to be delivered in 
a cost-effective manner,” 
Crombie said. 

Residents will see addi- 
tions to transit service 
hours, additional transit 
public safety and infra- 
structure improvements, 
along with upgrades to li- 
braries, parks and new 


services, said city manager 
Janice Baker. 

“Service excellence, fiscal 
responsibility and continu- 
ous improvement are key 
elements of our business 
planning and _ budgeting 
activity,” said Baker, who 
added that the city will add 
$3.1 million in cost savings 
as a result of the budget. 

Additional upgrades 
which were approved 
through the budget include 
the continued redevelop- 
ment of the Small Arms 
Building on the city’s wa- 
terfront, 31,000 additional 
service hours on MiWay 
and nearly $12 million to- 
wards the city’s Stormwa- 
ter Program. 

The ee did not 
come without some con- 


troversy, however, as coun- 
cil decided not to approve 


a $1 million funding levy 
for the University of 
Toronto - Mississauga, cit- 
ing concerns over a lack of 
investment into student 
housing. 

“That housing situation 
has concerned me for a 
number of years. The cam- 

us is expanding, but 

ousing is not," said Ward 
8 councillor Matt Ma- 
honey, who represents res- 
idents living along 
Mississauga Road and ex- 
plained his reason for vot- 
Ing against the levy. 

"At this stage, I felt very 
strongly that I would stand 
up for the residents of 
Ward 8 and my commu- 
nity," said Mahoney, who 
added that he is open to 
working with the univer- 
sity and local residents to 
find a compromise. 
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Police search for suspects in string of 
jewelry thefts 


New video has been re- 
leased by Peel Police in 
connection with a brazen 
series of jewelry thefts 
that shocked residents and 
gripped local Mississauga 
neighborhoods last month. 

12 Division’s Criminal In- 
vestigation Bureau an- 
nounced Tuesday morning 
that it had obtained sur- 


veillance of a female sus- 
pect driving a vehicle con- 
nected to a trio of 
incidents that took place 
on Jan. 14 and 25. 

The first incident took 
place near the corner of 
Erin Mills Parkway and 
Eglinton Avenue West on 
Jan. 14, when a 62 year-old 
man was approached by a 


man and woman asking 
for directions to a hospital. 
The suspects subsequently 
tricked the victim out of 
his own jewelry before 
leaving in a white vehicle. 

The second incident took 
place later the same day, 
with a 75 year-old female 
victim in the Matheson 
Boulevard and McLaughlin 


Broker 


647.298 .0997 


e: tbaird@tbaird.com 


Road area being ap- 
proached and once again 
being tricked out of her 
jewelry before the sus- 
pects left the scene. The 
female suspect left in a 
black which had a male 
and child inside. 

On Jan. 25, a 91 year-old 
woman was accosted by 
the female suspect in the 
Dundas Street and Blun- 
dell Road area. After show- 
ing the victim some 
jewelry, the — suspect 
pushed the victim down 
and forcefully removed her 
earrings before leaving in 
a white Ford Edge. 

The female suspect is de- 
scribed as middle eastern, 
in her 50’s, with light com- 
plexion, and her head cov- 
ered with a scarf. 

Investigators have ob- 
tained surveillance footage 
of the female suspect and 
the vehicle she operating 
on Jan. 25, 2019. 

Witnesses who may have 
seen the incidents in ques- 
tion or can provide more 
information are asked to 
call 12 Division Criminal 
Investigation Bureau at 
(905) 453-2121, ext. 1233. 


tbaird.com 


Famed Mississauga artist and 
local board member passes away 


George Rackus, whose 
art pieces hang in presti- 
gious galleries throughout 
Canada and was a main- 
stay of the local art com- 
munity in Mississauga, 
has passed away at the age 
of 91. 

Rackus, who lived his 
final days at the Amica 
Unionville Retirement 
Residence, created nu- 
merous mural paintings 
which are displayed in the 
National Gallery of 


Canada, Victoria and Al- 
bert Museum and Art 
Gallery of Ontario, among 


kw 


many others. 

Amainstay of Missis- 
sauga for many years, 
Rackus served as a board 
member with multiple art 
organizations _ including 
the Peel Art Gallery & Mu- 
seum (PAMA) and the Art 
Gallery of Mississauga. 

Rackus and his family 
immigrated to Canada 
when he was still a child. 

He studied art at Wayne 
State University in Detroit 
and later at the Ontario 
College of Art in Toronto 
and the Ecole des Beaux 
Arts in Paris, France. 

A funeral serv- 
ice will be held at 


the Turner & 
Porter - Missis- 
sauga Chapel 


(2180 Hurontario 
Street) tomorrow 
(Feb. 8), begin- 
ning at 11 a.m. A 
visitation will also 
be held this 
evening at the 
chapel from 6 - 9 


p.m. 

The family will 
be contributing 
any donations 
made to the Heart 
& Stroke Founda- 
tion. 


This winter is certainly 
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Peel Public Health warns of measles 


outbreak at Pearson 


by Alex Gregory 


Alab-confirmed case of 
measles has led Peel Public 
Health to issue a warning to 
residents who may have 
traveled through the re- 
gion’s busiest airport late 
last month. 

The public health provider 
distributed a media advi- 
sory earlier this week ex- 
plaining that travelers who 
boarded one of two specific 
flights on Jan. 27 may have 
been exposed to the virus, 
which causes various symp- 
toms including high fever. 

Individuals on the follow- 
ing flights may have been 


exposed to the virus: 

- Lufthansa flight LH-470, 
from Frankfurt to Toronto 
(Pearson Airport, arrival at 
4:08 p.m.) 

- Air Canada flight AC- 
834 or LH-6829, from 
Toronto (Pearson Airport, 
departure at 6 p.m.) to 
Montreal 

Peel Public Health has 
also warned that travelers 
who went through Terminal 
1 of Pearson on Jan. 27 from 
4 - 8 p.m. may also have 
been exposed. 

All individuals who may 
have been exposed are ad- 


Airport 


vised to watch for signs and 
symptoms of measles, 
which can appear up until 
21 days after exposure. 

These include a high fever, 
cold-like symptoms 
(cough/runny nose), sore 
eyes or sensitivity to light, 
small spots with a white 
centre on the inside of the 
mouth, and a red rash last- 
ing four to seven days. 

For more information, 
visit Peel Public Health’s 
online resource on measles 
at peelregion.ca/health/dis- 
con/htmfiles/measles.htm. 


Three Peel officers charged by SIU 


Three Peel Regional Po- 
lice officers have been 
charged with assault by On- 
tario’s Special Investiga- 
tions Unit, in relation to an 
incident which occurred in 
Brampton last year. 

An officer attempted to 
pull over a vehicle near 
Steeles Avenue and Finan- 


cial Drive on Sep. 15, and 
the driver fled on foot. 

The officer, along with 
two others, eventually 
caught the 33 year-old man 
in a backyard and an alter- 
cation ensued. The man 
was subsequently arrested 
and sent to hospital for 
treatment of his injuries. 


Constables Connor 
Byrne, Roman Marchyshyn 
and Sunny Mukhi have 
each charged with assault, 
while the latter two have 
been additionally charged 
with assault with a weapon. 

The three men are sched- 
uled to appear in court on 
Feb. 18. 
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sports world. 


Mike has seen it all through his 
television and radio career, and brings 
to the mic wisdom, heart and 
desire to entertain you, 
the listener. 
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Brampton pushes to revamp civic centre as local hub 


by Alex Gregory 


$2.6 million in funding 
will be going towards the 
revitalization of a major 
service centre in Bramp- 
ton, including upgrades to 
a long-running theatre 
venue, the city announced 
this past weekend. 

The funding will benefit 
the Brampton Civic Centre, 
located on Central Park 
Drive, which is set to get a 
host of upgrades in the 
Lester B. Pearson Theatre 
area, including accessibil- 
ity additions, technical 
equipment, a more wel- 
coming lobby and more. 

The renovations are 
being delivered as part of 
the city’s 2040 Vision and 
Culture master plan, 
which seeks to deliver 
long-term solutions for 
talent development and 
experiential learning in 
the local area, said re- 
gional councillor Gurpreet 
Dhillon. 


“The revitalization of 
(the Theatre) is an impor- 
tant first step in meeting 
the goals set out in that 
plan to increase Bramp- 
ton’s inventory of physical 
space for creative presen- 
tation, production, partici- 
pation, collaboration and 
innovation,” Dhillon said. 

The theatre is currently 
closed for renovations, 
with construction  ex- 
pected to begin next 
month and completed later 
this year. 

Service Brampton Cen- 
tre, which also operats 
within the civic centre and 
delivers in-person infor- 
mation and provides city 
services, is expected to 
open next month, bringing 
a 24-hour, seven-days-a- 
week connection to the 
local community. 

Residents will be able to 
make parking ticket pay- 
ments, theatre purchases 


or sign up for recreational 
programs at the service 
centre. Additional en- 
hancements and expan- 
sions to other service 
centres in the city are ex- 
pected in future years. 

Brampton Civic Centre is 
a key lynchpin for all seg- 
ments of the population, 
said Mayor Patrick Brown, 
who referenced the devel- 
opments during his State 
of the City address Tues- 
day at the Millennium Gar- 
dens Banquet Centre. 

“The new Service 
Brampton Centre, along 
with the renovations at 
Lester B. Pearson Theatre, 
will support the Civic Cen- 
tre’s growth as a cultural 
and community hub in 
central Brampton,” Brown 
said Saturday. 

For more information, 
residents can visit bramp- 
ton.ca/Ibp. 
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A proposed concept rendering of the revitalized Lester B. 
Pearson Theatre, which is set to reopen later this year. 
(Photo Courtesy of Lebel & Bouliane) 


2041 on the horizon as Caledon 
maps out official plan 


The Town of Caledon 
will begin to map out the 
next twenty years of de- 
velopment through their 
official plan, which resi- 
dents are invited to give 
their feedback on. 

A special public meeting 
with Council will be held 
to discuss the Official Plan 
2041 process on Tuesday, 
Mar. 5, beginning at 6 p.m. 
at the Town Hall (6311 Old 
Church Road). 

Municipalities are re- 
quired to update their Of- 
ficial Plan at least every 
five years, in accordance 
with Sections 17 and 26 of 
The Planning Act. 

The input and insight 
from residents will help 


| 


inform and shape the new 
Plan, as it will be used to 
map out development 
through the year 2041 and 
guide land use and 
growth. 

The Town will review 
the Official Plan to ensure 
that the policies are in 
conformity with the latest 
provincial policies and the 
Region of Peel Official 
Plan. 

As part of this process, 
the review will also look at 
the Town’s strategic goals, 
to ensure they reflect the 
vision and needs of the 
community. 

Any interested person 
may speak at the meeting 
and/or make written sub- 


missions. Written submis- 
sions can be sent to the 
Legislative Services de- 
partment at 6311 Old 


POOLS & HOT TUBS 
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Church Road, L7C 1J7, or 
by emailing 
legislative.services@cale- 
don.ca. 


Caledon fire chief picks up 
prestigious award 


Caledon Fire Chief Dar- 
ryl Bailey was recognized 
for outstanding leadership 
at a province-wide fire 
chiefs’ meeting. 

Bailey received the 
Hicks Morley Fire Chief of 
the Year Award during the 
Ontario Association of 
Fire Chiefs’ annual con- 
ference, which took place 
on Jan. 17 and 18 in 
Toronto. 

The yearly conference 
brought together chief fire 
officers, senior municipal 
officials and human re- 
source professionals to 
hear up-to-date informa- 
tion and guidance about 
labour relations issues 
that are currently impact- 
ing the fire service. 


Bailey, who was ap- 
pointed as fire chief in 
Jan. 2017, was one of the 
first full-time firefighters 
hired in Caledon, having 
previously served in Mis- 
sissauga, Markham and 
Welland. 

In a statement, Mayor 
Allan Thompson congrat- 
ulated Bailey on the 
award. 

“Darryl is a dedicated 
leader, passionate about 
the safety of all commu- 
nity members, and has 
been a strong advocate on 
the two-hatter topic,” 
Thompson said, referring 
to the practice of working 
part-time for another 
community in addition to 
their regular job. 


Swimming Pool 
& Hot Tub Service 


905-891-8818 


lakeshorepoolsandtubs.com 
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New clean tech company gets $6 million 
boost from feds 


A Mississauga -based 
clean tech company had 
some star power on-hand 
last week, as federal Inno- 
vation Minister Navdeep 
Bains was on-hand with 
local MP Iqra Khalid to an- 
nounce a $6 million invest- 
ment to help reduce energy 
and emissions reductions. 

“(This) investment will 
help unlock the economic 
potential of clean tech in the 
Mississauga region and in 
Southern Ontario," Bains 
said during a press confer- 
ence held at Imtex Mem- 
branes, located near the 
Mississauga-Oakville bor- 
der. 

The funding was provided 
by Sustainable Development 
Technology Canada (SDTC), 
which works with Canadian 
companies to bring clean 
technologies to market. 

Imtex will look to deliver 
reductions in emmisions 
caused by petrochemical 
operations, notably vehicle 
tire production. The com- 
pany's technology requires 


less energy and produces 
less waste than traditional 
methods used by petro- 
chemical producers and oil 
refiners, said its president, 
Karlis Vasarais. 

"The SDTC funding en- 
ables (us) to demonstrate 
and showcase membrane 
technology at the scale ex- 
pected by the oil and gas 
and petrochemical indus- 
tries,” said Vasarais, noting 
that its products are in- 
tended to help lower the op- 
erating costs of its 
customers by up to 50 per 
cent. “Building our com- 
pany in Ontario increases 
the Canadian petrochemical 
industry's cost competitive- 
ness by improving energy 
efficiency, increasing prod- 
uct value and lowering 
greenhouse gas emissions." 

The federal government’s 
2017 budget provided over 
$2.3 billion to help clean 
technology firms grow and 
expand, with more than 
$400 million used to recap- 
italize SDTC’s support, de- 


velopment and demonstra- 
tion of early-stage clean 
technology projects. Ex- 
perts expect the global 
clean technology market to 
grow to $2.5 trillion by 
2022. 

"Clean technology is an 
economic engine for 
Canada,” said Khalid, point- 
ing to the creation of more 
than 180,000 clean tech 
jobs and supporting local 
businesses, “while also 
helping meet our climate 
change goals. (Imtex) will 
develop a new clean tech- 
nology that will make a pos- 
itive difference for all 
Canadians thanks to this in- 
vestment in Southwestern 
Ontario." 

Earlier this week, twelve 
Canadian clean tech compa- 
nies were recognized on the 
Global Cleantech 100 list; 
nine of which were sup- 
ported by SDTC. 

Imtex is one of hundreds 
of companies that SDTC has 
worked with to advance 
clean technology projects in 


Canada, said SDTC presi- 
dent Leah Lawrence. 

"SDTC supports Canadian 
companies who, like Imtex, 
have the potential to be- 


come world leaders in de- 
veloping new environmen- 
tal technologies,” Lawrence 
said in a statement, noting 
that widespread industry 
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adoption of this innovation 
would lead to emissions 
savings equivalent to taking 
10 million cars off the road. 


Federal Innovation Minister Navdeep Bains announces $6 million in fundihg for Imtex Mem- 
branes in Mississauga on Feb. 1, 2019. (Submitted Photo) 


Mississauga picks up honors 
in urban work index 


Mississauga achieved an 
eighth overall ranking out of 
21 Canadian Cities in the 
YouthfulCities first-ever 
Urban Work Index -- a com- 
prehensive index that offers 
data-driven insights on the 
best cities in Canada for 
youth aged 15-29 to work. 

The Index, which was 
funded by RBC Future 
Launch and released earlier 
this week, analyzes and 
ranks the cities according to 
48 urban work indicators 
across the themes of afford- 
ability, education, employ- 
ment and entrepreneurship. 

Mississauga was ranked as 
the sixth most affordable 
city in Canada for youth, 
thanks to a number one 
ranking for affordable 


health, along with top five 
rankings in all but two of the 
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remaining attributes with 
respect to affordability, in- 
cluding utilities and leisure. 
Mississauga also scored high 
in half of the employment 
attributes measured, rank- 
ing first for career employ- 
ment and second for its 
economic profile. 

The city may have some 
work to do when it comes to 
addressing education and 
youth, ranking last for ac- 
cess to education, and 
amongst the bottom ten 
cities in the other two attrib- 
utes. 

The cumulative result of 
the rankings produced a 
final score for each city out 
of 1,310 points, and a com- 
prehensive picture of how 
our Canadian cities perform 
as places for young people to 
work and thrive. For refer- 


ence, Edmonton — scored 
713.86 points to top the list, 
with Mississauga accumulat- 
ing 641.81, to claim eighth 
spot. 

In a statement, RBC Cor- 
porate Citizenship vice-pres- 
ident Valerie Chort said the 
country’s job market is 
changing, and that there is a 
collective opportunity to 
help young people prepare 
for, and navigate the ambi- 
guities of the future. 

“(The index) aims to ex- 
pand the dialogue around 
urban work to include gov- 
ernment, educators, public 
sector, not-for-profits and 
most importantly young 
people.... it helps validate 
the investments we’re al- 
ready making in our com- 
munities and suggests where 
more support is needed.” 


Brampton seeks input for 
new community plan 


Brampton Council has 
approved a motion to 
draw up a community im- 
provement plan (CIP) that 
will focus on creating jobs 
and investment within the 
city. 

The proposed plan, 
which was approved at the 
Jan. 23 meeting, will focus 
on incentivizing economic 
sectors identified by the 
city’s economic Master 
Plan: advanced manufac- 
turing, innovation and 
technology, health and life 
sciences, entrepreneur- 
ship, and green and sus- 
tainable technology. 

“Bringing more jobs to 
Brampton is a number one 
priority at City Hall,” said 
Mayor Patrick Brown, who 
also unveiled the “Bramp- 
ton is Now’ tagline earlier 
this week at the Brampton 
Board of Trade’s annual 
State of the City luncheon. 

The city will be looking 
to create 140,000 new 
jobs by 2040 as part of the 
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2040 Vision, he said. “In- 
troducing a new CIP that 
allows us to incentivize 
our key industrial sectors 
and set the stage for 
growth is a step in the 
right direction.” 

The proposed CIP will 
also formulate ways to at- 
tract and revitalize specific 
zones within Brampton for 
uses such as office, mixed 
use, and industrial manu- 
facturing. 

Brown’s statements were 
supported by Economic 
Development chair Gur- 
preet Dhillon, who said 
that council is looking at a 
variety of ways to attract 
investors, encourage en- 
trepreneurship, and build 
a culture of innovation in 
zones across the city. 

The purpose of a CIP is 
to establish programs that 
link land use planning 
with financial and other 
tools as incentives to at- 
tract investment and 
achieve the City’s land use 


planning and economic 
development goals. 

CIPs can enable munici- 
palities to provide grants 
and loans to stimulate pri- 
vate sector investment in 
targeted areas of the com- 
munity, and may include 
maintenance, rehabilita- 
tion, development and re- 
development of specified 
areas with a municipality. 

“Besides monetary in- 
centives through CIPs, we 
are working to further 
simplify some of the mu- 
nicipal processes that will 
make it even more prof- 
itable for organizations to 
invest and bring more jobs 
to Brampton,” said Eco- 
nomic Development co- 
chair Paul Vicente. 

“More local employment 
for our residents will mean 
less time and stress in- 
volved with out-of-city 
commutes, allowing them 
to pursue more activities 
outside of their working 
lives.” 
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United Way GTA Kicks off Black History Month 


Brampton Mayor Patrick Brown and Caledon Mayor Allan 
Thompson were in attendance for the United Way of Greater 
Toronto’s Black Community Advisory Council Leadership and 
Recognition Breakfast, held last Friday at Brampton’s Courtyard 
Marriott. 


The breakfast included a panel discussion on education and sys- 
tem change, along with a keynote address from former NBA all- 
star and Toronto Raptor Jamaal Magloire, who is the Honorary 
Chair for the Advisory Council. Hundreds of residents and com- 
munity advocates attended the event, which included a special 
presentation to outgoing Advisory Council chair Len Carby and 
announcement of its new chair, Linden King. 


Friday also marked the beginning of Black History Month, with 
the Government of Canada’s theme this year is Black Canadian 
Youth: Boundless, Rooted and Proud. Numerous events will be 
taking place throughout Peel over the coming month, including 
a “gala-style” event being held at the Mississauga Civic Centre 

tomorrow evening (Feb. 8). 


Be Black & Shine is a free family-friendly event which will feature 
food and live entertainment from 6 - 9 p.m. Participants can reg- 
ister by visiting eventbrite.com/e/be-black-shine-etre-noir- 
briller-tickets-55084 768024. 


(Photos Courtesy of United Way GTA) 
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Golden Hawks progress to 
playoffs against Midland 


The Golden Hawks have 
landed in striking position 
for the playoffs. 

Despite a strong of losses 
against the Alliston Hornets 
and Stayner Siskins to close 
out January, the Caledon 
junior team have continued 
to battle, earning them- 


Photo 
Courtesy of 

David Walker 
Photography 


selves a spot in the first- 
round playoffs against the 
Midland Flyers. 

The Golden Hawks will 
kick off the best-of-seven 
match against the Flyers to- 
morrow night, starting at 8 
p-m. at the Caledon East 
Arena (6215 Old Church 


Road), followed by the sec- 
ond matchup on Sunday, 
Feb. 8 at 7 p.m. 

To follow the Golden 
Hawks’ progress, visit the 
team website at jrcgolden- 
hawks. pointstreaksites.com 
/view/jrcgoldenhawks. 


Finding the Core Balance for 


Seniors 


by Dr. Pat Graham 


A harsh reality is that as 
we age, our ability to bal- 
ance and stay stable on 
our feet decreases over 
time. 

The good news is that 
there are many things we 
can do to truly slow down 
the issues that lead to our 
loss of balance and stabil- 
ity. The amount that our 
ability decreases can also 
be sped up by certain 
medical conditions. 

- Disorders of the cen- 
tral nervous system such 
as stroke, multiple sclero- 
sis and Parkinson’s dis- 
ease. 

- Inner ear conditions 
like Meniere’s disease can 
cause vertigo or dizziness 
which affect balance. 

- Glaucoma, cataracts 
and macular degeneration 
which affect vision and 
perception. 

- Weakness in the mus- 
cles of the core and thighs 
associated with aging. 

- Peripheral neuropathy, 
damage of the nerves in 
the legs and feet, is very 


common in diabetes and 
causes loss of our ability 
to sense the ground below 
us. 

There are several other 
things we ingest that can 
reduce our ability to bal- 
ance as well. 

Several medications can 
have a detrimental effect, 
including anti-anxiety/de- 
pressants, pain medica- 
tion, sleeping pills, 
antihistamines and many 
heart and stroke drugs. 

Alcohol in excess also 
affects reaction time and 
coordination. 

Get a proper medical 
exam to rule out any med- 
ical conditions and It is es- 
sential to talk to your 
pharmacist to find out 
about your medications’ 
side effects. 

Not using alcohol in ex- 
cess will also keep you on 
more sturdy ground in the 
short and long term. 

Here at the Core, we can 
assist you by improving 
several factors which can 
decrease your balance and 


stability and are associ- 
ated with aging. One ex- 
ample is sitting for long 
periods of time on our 
strongest muscle, the glu- 
teus maximus, also known 
as our butt, which can 
shut down and stop work- 
ing and make us unstable. 

The first and easiest step 
we would take is to in- 
crease your core and leg 
strength. The exercises we 
will show you are easy to 
understand and even eas- 
ier to perform. 

There are also several 
strategies we can intro- 
duce aimed at improving 
the nerve function loss as- 
sociated with peripheral 
neuropathy. Specific bal- 
ancing exercises with both 
open and closed eyes 
would be an example of 
this. 


Dr. Pat Graham BSc., 
IDYC!, 

Core Optimum Health 
Centre (thinkcore.ca) 


Steelheads Split Weekend Set As February Begins 


by Brendan Lang 
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The Mississauga Steelheads 
hockey was scheduled to re- 
turn to regular games on Jan. 
31, but inclement weather 
and travel restrictions meant 
that the game had to be post- 
poned and rescheduled for a 
later date that has yet to be 
determined. 

The Fish would resume 
their regular season last Fri- 
day against the North Bay 
Battalion. The first period 
was high flying and action 
packed on both ends of the 
rink as both sides had many 
chances, but couldn’t find the 
back of the cage. 

With less than ten to play in 
period one, Adam Varga of 
Mississauga gave them a one 
goal advantage. The lead was 
short lived, however, as Justin 
Brazeau tied the game at one 
as the frame ended. 

In the second period, North 
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Bay took an early 3-1 lead. 
The Trout were determined 
to mount a comeback and 
made their play with a goal 
from Nick Isaacson. 

That was quickly followed 
by two more Steelhead goals 
scored by Cole Schwindt and 
Alan Lyszczarczyk that made 
it three unanswered to take a 
4-3 lead. 

After two, the score held at 
4-3. Mississauga would even- 
tually add two more goals in 
the final frame to seal a 6-3 
victory on a Friday night. 

There was no time off for 
Mississauga as they immedi- 
ately headed out to Barrie for 
a game the following night. 

Right out of the gates, this 
game had the Steelheads fly- 
ing as they fired off numer- 
ous shots on the Colts’ 
netminder, but couldn’t find a 
way to get one past him. 


On the other end, with just 
about five minutes left in the 
opening stanza,  Barrie’s 
Aidan Brown gave them a one 
goal lead. Barrie led after one, 
despite being outshot 20-6 in 
the frame. 

Barrie would add one in the 
second period, and after Mis- 
sissauga inched closer in the 
third with a Nick Isaacson 
tally, they answered right 
back with a goal of their own. 
They held the score right 
there to close out the 3-1 win. 

Despite the loss, Missis- 
sauga outshot the Colts 51-23 
in the entirety of the contest. 

The Trout now prepare for 
another busy week ahead 
starting tonight when they 
travel to Niagara to play the 
Ice Dogs. 

They also play Friday and 
Sunday of next week against 
Ottawa and Windsor. 
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~ <> Beast take a bite out of 


Growlers in high-tension 
game 
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DAY IN 
BRAMPTON | 


Shrugging off a 3-0 
shutout loss against the 
Newfoundland 
Growlers earlier this 
week, the Brampton 
Beast back with a deci- 
sive 2-1 win Wednesday 
night. 

The matchup, which 
took place at the Mile 
One Centre, saw the 
Beast open up in the 
second period with a 


A controversial and 
unclear play from 
Marino against Garteig 
followed, with game of- 
ficials eventually ruling 
that the puck had 
crossed into the 
Growlers’ net despite 
claims otherwise. 

The Growlers would 
only secure a single 
goal by Matt Bradley as 
the game wound down. 


6th point from David Val- The Beast will head to 
April < loani against Michael the Santander Arena to 

— nal Garteig, completing a take on the Reading 
10 am 4 pm play from Brandon Royals this Saturday, 
Free Sy : Marino. beginning at 7 p.m. 
Brampton Soccer Centre S| es 


and Cassie Campbell 
Community Centre 


Try new sports and activities! 


fa) Ei BW 8  brampton.ca/recreation 
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The Bombers’ struggles 
continue. On Friday, Peter 
Drikos and company went 
to Listowel to take on the 
Cyclones. 

Remy Dalben had the 
lone Brampton goal short- 
handed in the second pe- 
riod, but it was the 
Cyclones propelling to the 
5-1 win. David Giancola 
took the loss in goal with 
34 saves. 

Saturday featured a for- 
gettable trip to Kitchener 
to skate with the Dutch- 
men. The Dutchies went 3 
for 6 on the powerplay en 
route to a 7-0 win, out- 
shooting the Bombers 40- 
25. 

David Giancola is once 
again credited with the 
loss surrendering 6 goals 
on 35 shots; Owen Porter 
made 4 saves. 

In other news, it’s safe 
to say that the Junior ‘A’ 
Admirals are in a battle to 


PDN February 7_Layout 1 2019-02-07 12:33 PM Page 15 


make the playoffs. 

Two spots are available 
in the West Division as the 
Admirals, Burlington 
Cougars and the surging 
Georgetown Raiders all 
want to play into March 
and beyond. 

The Admirals and 
Raiders met last Wednes- 
day in Georgetown. The 
visitors in maroon threw 
45 shots at Raiders net- 
minder Carson Poulin; 

Aaron Dickson was the 
only one to beat him in 
the first period. The home 
side would tie the game in 
the second period, and 
would eventually secure a 
2-1 overtime victory. 

The goal scorers were a 
pair of Bramptonites, Bai- 
ley Molella and Jordan 
Crocker. Travis Smith 
made 25 saves in the Ad- 
mirals crease. 

To open February, the 
Admirals went toe to toe 


with the North York 
Rangers on Saturday. 

Five of the nine total 
goals came on special 
teams. Despite erasing a 
4-1 deficit, the Rangers 
get the extra point 5-4 in 
overtime. 


David Mastropaolo, 


Connor Cruickshank and 
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Bombers Get Shelled As Admirals Fight for Playoff Spot 


Rocco Andreacchi all had 
two point nights; 

Matthew Lukic put in a 
solid 45 save effort to 
allow the Admirals to se- 
cure a point. 

The Raiders came to 
town Wednesday with a 
chance to move into a sta- 
tistical tie with the Admi- 


rals and Cougars. 

A pair of glass delays 
caused the game to go on 
longer than planned, but 
when it was all said and 
done the Admirals 
knocked off the Raiders 4- 
2, keeping up the home 
team winning trend in the 
season series. Patrick Del 


Photo by Kevin Jeffrey 


Vecchio, Maxwell Steeves, 
Michael Hill and Sebast- 
ian Bulovs all scored for 
Brampton, while Travis 
Smith bent but didn't 
break in the Admirals 
crease stopping 38 shots 
for his 13th win of the 
season. 


The Brampton Admirals Jr. A & Brampton Bombers Jr. B Hockey Clubs 
Present 


ramen: 


—9nu 
pPety 


poeswu ‘) 


ue) Ley A 


shen! ree 
ita tt 


February18th. 


Brampton Admirals Junior A 
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To all Brampton Minor Hockey Players, 


We invite all minor hockey players to be our guests at our Family Day Event on 


This will be a fun-filled day with your Brampton Bombers Jr. B game beginning 
at 12:30PM followed by a family skate with some of the Bombers and 
Admirals from 4PM to 5PM and then your Brampton Admirals Jr. A game 
begins at 6:30PM. 


Brampton Bombers Junior B Hockey Clubs 


4 IN SUPPORT OF 


Ronald McDonald 
House Charities’ 


Toronto 


This eventis in partnership with Ronald McDonald House charities and we look 
forward to seeing you here for lots of free fun, including face painting, meeting 
our mascots and autographs. We will have free hockey cards to get signed while 
you meet the players! PLUS ... a free gift from McDonald’s when you come 
We hope to see you here on February 18th! 


Brampton Memorial Arena, 69 Elliott Street, Brampton, Ontario 
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United Way GTA clocks biggest fundraising boost yet 


Anon-profit organiza- 
tion with deep ties in Peel 
announced Monday 
morning that it had se- 


== 


cured the largest corpo- 
rate commitment in its 
history. 

United Way Greater 


United Way Greater Toronto president Daniele Zanotti 
speaks to a crowd of representatives in York Region 
during an event held on Feb. 1, 2019. (Photo Courtesy 


of United Way GTA 


S) a(S 
 - SS pi 


Toronto broke the news, 
saying they had received a 
$15 million investment 
from Scotiabank to fund 


job opportunities and re- 
sources for youths and 
families, including after- 
school clubs, mental 


health support programs, 
overnight camps, summer 
programming and more. 

“This investment from 
Scotiabank is bending the 
opportunity curve and en- 
suring that everyone has 
equal access to opportu- 
nity,” said United Way 
GTA president Danielle 
Zanotti Monday. “UIlti- 
mately, that’s how we 
move forward as a region 
and ensure the GTA’s fu- 
ture success.” 

The funding was made 
in advance of the comple- 
tion of the non-profit or- 
ganization’s 2018 
fundraising campaign. 
The final numbers from 
the campaign will be an- 
nounced during an event 
being held this morning. 

Scotiabank CEO Brian 
Porter, who will be an- 
nouncing the results, sayd 
that giving back to the 
community is an impor- 
tant part of the region’s 
culture, and that it has 
been proud to serve asa 
charitable partner with 
United Way GTA. 

“We are confident that 


our investment will make 
a real and lasting differ- 
ence for young people, 
and their families, across 
the GTA,” Porter said 
Monday. 

The funding will be in- 
vested into a network of 
agencies through Peel, 
Toronto and York Region 
to help support more than 
245,000 youths and fam- 
ilies. 

While the GTA is the 
economic engine of 
Canada, it is also the child 
poverty capital of Canada. 

In Peel alone, over half 
of all neighborhoods are 
considered low-income, 
according to a 2017 Op- 
portunity Equation re- 
port, with nearly 18% of 
children aged 0-17 living 
in the region. 

As the largest non-gov- 
ernmental funder of so- 
cial services in the GTA 
region, the organization 
said in a statement that it 
works to mobilize people 
and resources to support 
a network of agencies that 
help residents across all 
three municipalities. 


Brampton celebrates Black History Month 


The month-long cele- 
brations of Black History 
Month kicked off in 
Brampton on Friday with 
a special commemorative 
ceremony held at City 
Hall. 

Dignitaries, community 
advocates and local resi- 
dents rung in the month- 
long celebration with 
speeches, poetry and the 
reading of a proclaiming 
regarding the month and 
its importance to the local 
community. 

The City will host two 
additional events later 
this month in celebration 
of the local African and 
Caribbean communities, 
including: 


- Taste of Black History 
Month: Residents are in- 
vited to come to Bramp- 
ton City Hall for lunch on 
Friday, Feb. 22 from 12 - 2 
p-m., where local vendors 
will be selling delicious 
snacks and meals in the 
Conservatory for $5 or 
less. 

- A special closing event 
will be held on Thursday, 
Feb. 28 at City Hall, be- 
ginning at 4:30 p.m. The 
space will come alive 
with dance, music, spoken 
word, kids’ activities in- 
cluding face painting, and 
vendors. Stage presenta- 
tions will begin at 6 p.m., 
and light refreshments 
will be available. 


An additional event 


being held by Peel United 
Cultural Partners is the 
annual Black History 
Month Concert, which 
takes place on Saturday, 
Feb. 16 from 5:30-9 p.m., 
at Century Gardens 
Recreation Centre (340 
Vodden Street East). 
Admission for the event 
is $10, and includes live 


entertainment, special 
presentations and guest 
speeches. 


“On behalf of all of 
Council, we look forward 
to this opportunity to cel- 
ebrate our Black African 
and Caribbean commu- 
nity, and to many future 


cultural celebrations,” 
said Mayor Patrick 
Brown. 
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by Vidya Gopaul 

A few minutes after An- 
drew left John Callahan's 
house, someone quietly 
opened his home office door. 

The individual stood firmly 
in front of the door, raised his 
gun with his both hands, and 
pointed it towards John's 
head. 

In the next second, a bullet 
pierced through John's head. 
He fell back on his chair and 
died instantly. His head was 
hanging backward and both 
hands were resting on the 
arm-chair. The man swiftly 
ran away. 

As he was coming out of the 
house through the back door, 
to his surprise, he was 
stopped by two patrolling po- 
lice officers. 

"Just exactly where are you 
going, Mr.?" asked one of the 
policemen, Mel Roberts. 

"Ty, I...," he stammered. 

"We heard a gun shot in 
this house and we believe we 
have a suspect here," said the 
other policeman. 

The man tried to escape, 
but he was immediately ar- 


rested. All three went inside 
John Callahan's house and 
found him lying dead on his 
chair. Mel quickly called the 
homicide detectives, the coro- 
ner and the ambulance. 

"What's your name?" asked 
Mel. 

"Ross McKay." 

"We have to take you to the 
police station," Mel said. 

"T did not fire at him, offi- 
cer," said Ross as he tried to 
defend himself. 

They took him to the police 
station. He was charged with 
the murder of John Callahan. 
Ross immediately called his 
lawyer, Paul Ruben, who ar- 
rived as soon as he could. 

"Ross, what have you 
done?" Paul asked in a sur- 
prised tone. "A man in sucha 
high position and that well- 
known in the medical com- 
munity... who would do such 
a horrible thing? I'm really 
shocked, Ross." 

"Paul, I did not kill John. 
Trust me," Ross pleased. 

"The police found the mur- 
der weapon, saw you coming 


out from that house and 
found your fingerprints in- 
side the house. All these point 
out clearly that you are the 
murderer." 

"No, Paul, no. I did not kill 
John, " Ross said, maintaining 
his innocence. "I know what 
you just said is true, but I did 
not fire at him. Yes, I did go to 
his house and tried to kill him 
because he was having an af- 
fair with my wife for many 
years. I did not know about it 
until recently. Before I pulled 
the trigger of my gun, I heard 
a gunshot in that room, and 
the next thing I know John 
was hit. I panicked and with- 
out finding out where the 
shot came from or try to 
catch the person who did it, I 
just ran out. That's when the 
two policemen arrested me." 

They both talked for an 
about an hour and then Paul 
returned home. He immedi- 
ately started to work on 
Ross's case. 

The following day, he went 
to the murder scene to do his 
own investigation. 


He took some pictures, 
checked for any break-ins 
and looked for any unusual or 
foreign objects. He also asked 
John's wife, Kathy, a few 
questions. 

Kathy was very polite, 
courteous and beautiful. She 
told Paul that her husband 
had a number of friends. She 
did not know whether he was 
involved in drugs, but she 
also told him that she knew 
John owed money to Jim Bev- 
erly, had an affair with Ross 
McKay's wife and was threat- 
ened by a woman named 
Laurie McVeen because he 
was promoted to the same 
job that she had applied for. 
Moreover, he had constant 
arguments with Andrew 
Rozinsky. 

Paul did not waste any 
more time in carrying out a 
further investigation. He in- 
terrogated Jim Beverly and 
Laurie McVeen, but both had 
alibis for the night of the 
murder. Although John's wife 
confirmed Andrew's alibi, she 
saw also him leaving the 
house at 9:15 in the evening. 

Paul was compelled to in- 
terrogate him. He went to the 
Robox-3000 company, which 
was located in downtown 
Toronto to ask Andrew a few 
questions. 

"Where were you on the 
night of the murder, An- 
drew?" asked Paul. 

"I was on the road, halfway 
between John's house and 
mine. As a matter of fact. I got 
a speeding ticket. Here it is, if 
you don't believe me." 

That finding led Paul to a 
dead end in his investigation. 
Everyone he interrogated had 
an alibi. He wracked his brain 
wondering whether he would 
be able to defend Ross McKay. 
He was at a loss. 

"Ross McKay is guilty as 
charged," Andrew carried on 


A Literary Tale - High-Tech Murder 


his conversation with Paul, 
"because his gun was the 
murder weapon, his finger- 
prints were found in the 
house, and also, he was 
caught running out of the 
house." 

"In Canada, as you know, 
you are innocent until proven 
guilty," Paul reminded him. 

"What kind of work do you 
do in this company?" asked 
Paul. 

"Well, Iam the senior engi- 
neer manager of various proj- 
ects which are related to 
robotics engineering." 

Some of the prototype ro- 
bots that were on the far table 
caught Paul's eye. He walked 
across the room and started 
to look around while he was 
still talking to him. 

"What is this robot used 
for?" Paul pointed to a brown 
robot. 

"T just completed this proj- 
ect,” said Andrew. “This robot 
is a very complicated piece of 
device. It has the most ad- 
vanced electronic circuitry 
and it has its own brain 
power. It can do multiple 
functions in a fraction of a 
second. And the beauty of this 
robot is that you can set the 
timer to do certain things at a 
certain time and at a certain 
rate. It moves up and down 
and sideways very fast. You 
can practically attach any- 
thing to it and it will do the 
job." 

"What do you mean?" 
asked Paul curiously. 

"What I mean is that, say, 
for example, if you want to 
open and close a small win- 
dow at a certain rate and ata 
certain time, all you have to 
do is to attach a lever be- 
tween the arm of this robot 
and to the window, set the 
rate and the timer, and it will 
do the job for you." 

Paul just nodded his head. 


As Paul kept looking around 
the office, he came across 
several desktop computers. 
He noticed that one of them 
had a monitor which had a 
small crack and some black 
powder at the center. He did 
not say anything about it to 
Andrew. After staying for an- 
other five minutes, he went 
directly home. 

Over a cup of coffee, Paul 
started to ponder what to do 
next. He then decided to call 
his private investigator, Tim 
Rogers. He asked him to do 
some investigations on that 
case. 

Paul wanted him to find out 
whether Ross McKay's wife 
was actually having an affair 
with John Callahan, whether 
Ross McKay received any 
threatening telephone calls 
on that evening and whether 
he recently made any bad 
business deals. 

Tim was very busy carrying 
out the investigation during 
the next few days. To his sur- 
prise, he found out that John 
Callahan's wife, Kathy, was 
also having an affair with a 
man named Ted Foster. Paul 
was excited to hear that good 
news because he thought that 
he had found the real killer. 

Previously, when he was in- 
vestigating the murder scene, 
he found a golden pen on 
which the name Ted Foster 
was inscribed. It was lying 
under the table on which the 
computer was placed. He 
thought that since there were 
only two people in the office, 
and he trusted that Ross 


To be concluded in next 
week’s issue of Peel Weekly 
News... 


Mount Chinguacousy officially opens with skiing fun for the family 


Residents and visitors look- 
ing to ski and snowboard in 
Brampton can now do so at 
Mount Chinguacousy. 

The skiing and snowboard- 
ing destination is now open 
through March, offering les- 
sons, rentals and tuning along 
with fast-paced fun on a 
unique hill in the heart of the 
city. 

The venue, located at Don- 
ald M. Gordon Chinguacousy 
Park, is covered with man- 
made snow and has a vertical 
drop of 21 metres, along with 


Get your Peel Weekly News 


a maximum run of 188 me- 
tres. 

The hill is typically open 
from December to Marchm, 
but its scheduled opening was 
delayed due to weather condi- 
tions. The Tube Hill will re- 
main closed until further 
notice. 

The entrance to the Ski 
Chalet is located at the corner 
of Central Park Drive and Bra- 
malea Road. 

For more information on 
the hill, call Chinguacousy 
Park at (905) 458-6555. 
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Peel school board celebrates Black 


by Alex Gregory 


Peel District School will 
be hosting a number of 
events to acknowledge and 
celebrate the achieve- 
ments of the Black com- 
munity throughout the 
month of February. 

A number of Black His- 
tory Month events will be 
held throughout the 
month,which kicked off 
with a special Spotlight on 
Black Heritage that was 
held last night. More than 
500 students and staff 
were on-hand to partici- 
pate in a variety of interac- 
tive workshops, buoyed by 
a keynote presentation by 
Ontario Black History So- 
ciety president Natasha 
Henry, who helms the 
board’s We Rise Together 
initiative. 


The events are intended 
to help strengthen stu- 
dents’ understanding of 
the contributions of Black 
Canadians, and how they 
shaped modern Canada, 
said the board’s education 
director, Peter Joshua. 

“We are committed to 
continuing this important 
learning year-round by in- 
tegrating and celebrating 
the experiences, culture 
and achievements of Black 
Canadians in all curricu- 
lum areas,” he said. 

Cherrytree Public School 
in Brampton will hold a 
school-wide assembly on 
Feb. 27, including dance 
and musical perform- 
ances, and a fashion show. 

Tony Pontes Public 
School in Caledon will also 
host an interactive per- 


formance by West African 
ambassador Fano Soro on 
Feb. 22. On Feb. 27, all stu- 
dents will share their 
learnings through per- 
formances, including the 
Black National Anthem, 
“Lift Every Voice and 
Sing.” 

John Fraser Secondary 
School will hold two as- 
semblies in honour of the 
month on Feb. 25. At both 
assemblies, students will 
hear from Dr. Chris Taylor, 
author and lecturer at the 
University of Waterloo, 
about his work on diver- 
sity and inclusion. 

Black Heritage artwork 
from students will be on 
display in the atrium of the 
HJA Brown Education Cen- 
tre for the month of Febru- 


ary. 


A Brampton-based community kitchen 


received a special donation Thursday 
night during their annual general meet- 
ing. 
The local organization received a 
$58,400 gift from Performance Auto 
Group in recognition of a fundraising 
campaign that By the local auto retailer to 
support vulnerable families and individu- 
als living in the community. Mayor 
Patrick Brown was on-hand to thank the 


Knights’ Table receives major donation 
History Month with special events [™ | 7 


participants, staff members and volun- 
teers for their efforts. 

For over 27 years, the community 
kitchen has helped people who come 
through their doors via the work of over 
3,200 volunteers across Peel Region. The 
organization serves over 79,000 meals 
annually. 


(Photo Courtesy of Brampton Mayor’s 
Office) 
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Mental Health and Meditation - Enjoy the Quiet 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


Meditation has been around 
for thousands of years, and 
like they say - everything old 
is new again. 

Mental Health is about pro- 
moting meditation to help 
people. So how does it help? 

We know that to keep our- 
selves physically healthy, we 
need to exercise and eat a 
proper diet. We do our best to 
do right by our physical body. 

Meditation is about being 
mindful of what we are think- 
ing, perceiving and doing in 
our lives. It is also about 
being aware of our thoughts 
and releasing what doesn’t 
“serve” us. 

Often, when I have a work- 
shop and I ask people how 
they feel, they usually all say 
fine. They might be tired and 
stressed, but they don’t know 
how to deal with it and just 
accept it. I usually ask where 
they hold their tension in 
their body, and they can’t re- 
ally figure it out. I then ask 
them to remain quiet and I go 
through a body scan - and all 
of a sudden, they feel the ten- 
sion locked in their bodies, 
but also, they are amazed at 
their thoughts. 

We don’t realize how many 
thoughts are locked in our 
heads from the time we were 
a child. 


Thoughts of not being good 
enough or no support and 
just doing what you are told, 
which doesn’t work at this 
time. So now I have to give 
them the knowing that their 
thoughts make them who 
they are. 

Not all thoughts need to be 
retained, so we should just 
simply release them. I use 
positive sayings and quotes in 
my PowerPoint presentations 
to make it easier for them to 
know what is important in 
their lives, which is simply 
their health and to know they 
are the centre of their uni- 
verse. They are the one per- 
son who they will be with for 
their whole life, so this is the 
person they have to care for. 

Healing is one of the most 
difficult things we do. First, 
we have to know we have to 
heal, and then we have to un- 
derstand what has been done 
to us or how we were treated. 

Next, we need to know how 
to fix what has happened and 
that seems to be another one 
of the difficult things to do. If 
someone has always been 
bullied, how do we explain to 
them that they are good 
enough, smart enough, pretty 
enough, strong enough, or 
whatever else needs to be 
said and believed? 


Some of the most amazing 
people couldn’t find that and 
ended up taking their own 


lives. Famous comedian 
Robin Williams was one exm- 
le. 


If we looked at him, there is 
no way we would have be- 
lieved him to have mental 
health issues serious enough 
to take his own life. He made 
everyone else laugh, but 
couldn’t do it for himself. 

In meditation, we sit quietly 
and allow our minds to be- 
come quiet. Can we do that? 
Can we distinguish our 
thoughts into ones that need 
to be released and ones that 
have to change? 

I once met a woman years 
after she took my class. She 
gave me the most beautiful 
compliment. She apologized 
that she didn’t sit in medita- 
tion that often, but I thought 
differently. I explained that 
was the most wonderful 
thing I helped her find. We 
need to be able to think and 
consequently act and feel dif- 
ferently. 

Mental health is just that - 
our mental thoughts. It is 
time to find ways to unbur- 
den our minds from thoughts 
that no longer serve us and 
feel and experience the quiet. 
Examine how you feel when 


you get agitated or angry. 
This will show you what the 
thoughts are that no longer 
serve you, but serves an out- 
dated perception which came 
from an old memory. 

Anger, jealousy, sadness, 
and depression are all ways 
your mind shows you that 
you have to re-examine your 
thoughts. Look at them like 
balloons or clouds going by 
and see them for the first 


time. Now, do they serve you 
or just keep you on a path of 
reliving the “what was”? 

The new is what will be, 
and choosing to build to- 
wards it is the releasing of 
what was and the start of liv- 
ing with the new and finding 
a peace within. 

Not all of us can or are able 
to make a change, but if we 
can, then let us decide what 
we desire to have. 


It is a choice to make a dif- 
ference. Like a diet, it will 
take time to ensure it will be 
a different way of living but 
doing and keeping at it, does 
and will make a difference. 

Decide, choose, maintain 
and then enjoy the quiet. 


Who you are is what you 
have been. Who you will be is 
what you do now. - Buddha 


Bolton 
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Dinner/Dance 
Friday February 15, 2019 
Caesar’s Centre - 7:00pm 


Proceeds to: 


\, Webam Oster 
J/ Health System 
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@Kids First. 
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Camp Trail 
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One of Canada’s enduring 
aviation stories will celebrate 
its 60th anniversary with a 
special talk later this month at 
a Brampton museum. 

The Avro Arrow, a super- 
sonic interceptor jet which 
was designed and built in 
Malton before being infa- 
mously cancelled in February 


1959, will be commemorated 
with a special event featuring 


ro Arrow (P; 
ete 


a panel discussion with histo- 
rians and special guests, in- 
cluding Avro engineer James 
Claude Sherwood. 
Considered by some to be 
the pinnacle of Canada’s aero- 
space industry, the project 
was shunttered by Prime Min- 
ister John G. Diefenbaker, 
putting thousands of workers 
out of a job. Since then, the 
project has come to be seen as 


of groundbreaking 
celebrated at PAMA 


a triumph of the country’s in- 
genuity and innovation. 

The talk will begin at 7 p.m. 
at the Peel Art Gallery & Mu- 
seum (PAMA). Admission is 
free with a PAMA registration 
(pre-registration required). 

PAMA is jocated at 9 
Wellington Street East in 
Brampton. To register, visit 
the PAMA website at 
pama.peelregion.ca. 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 


—e- 


PDN February 7_Layout 1 2019-02-07 12:33 PM Page 20 @) 


PEEL UNITED CULTURAL PARTNERS 


presents 


18™ Annual Black History Month Concert 
Bei les Tips li lint liana 


BLACK 
HISTORY 


HONORING THE PASI 
INSPIRING THE FUTURE 


>< >< OOK 
Saturday February 16, 2019 
3:00pm-9:00pm 
Century Gardens Recreation Centre 
340 Vodden Street E, Brampton, On 


Admission; $10.00 - 2 & under Free 


Featuring performances by: Liberty Silver 


Drumming, Steelpan, Spoken Word, Dancing 
Stories from the Caribbean Market Place - Wings of Passion 


Co-Emcees — Trustee, Kathy McDonald & Colleen Taffe 


Guest Speaker: Natasha Henry, President 
Ontario Black History Society 


Community Leadership Award presented to The Hon. Justice Donald McLeod 


Vendors !!! For tickets: Christine 905-789-1551 / 416-206-9798 Vendors !!! 


Lucinda 905-796-1916 / 905-459-1942 
re 


Peel United Cultural Partners is a collaboration of the Congress of Black Women, Brampton Chapter and the United Achievers’ Club 
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New foundation aims to bring resources to Loafer’s Lake gears up 
Peel students 


by Alex Gregory 


A new community organiza- 
tion in the region is looking to 
lend a helping hand to stu- 
dents dealing with poverty. 

The Peel Learning Founda- 
tion, which unveiled its offi- 
cial name and mandate 
Tuesday, aims to be a lifeline 
for students who have emer- 
gency needs or require critical 
school supplies. 

"It's simple. We recognize 
that there is a need in the Peel 
community to help level the 
playing field for Peel board 
students," says foundation 
chair Janet McDougald, who 
retired from her role as Peel 
District School Board chair 
last year. "We want to create 
a community where everyone 
works together to help stu- 
dents achieve personal excel- 
lence." 

The foundation will support 
students facing poverty in all 
three municipalities through a 
pair of programs, which will 
supply needed food and cloth- 
ing, transportation costs, 


medical supplies, as well as 
help in situations where they 
may require emergency 
needs. 

A “Student Backpack” pro- 
gram will also supply materi- 
als students need to fully 
participate in classroom 
work, with organizers saying 
it will be geared towards 
three different grade ranges. 

To that end, the foundation 
will also be looking for sup- 
port from funding sources 
and community partners, said 
Learning Foundation execu- 
tive officer Brian Hobbs. 

"To meet our mission, we'll 
need support from everyone, 
including staff, community 
partners, private donors and 
corporations to ensure we can 
provide support to students 
living in poverty or who have 
recently experienced hard- 
ship," Hobbs said in a state- 
ment. 

The foundation will host a 
launch event to officially in- 
troduce itself to the commu- 


nity on Feb. 22 at the HJA 
Brown Education Centre, 
which will include more infor- 
mation and a performance by 
students from Mayfield Sec- 
ondary School. 

It is critical for the Peel 
School Board and others to 
look for all possible opportu- 
nities to ensure students have 
the ability to achieve their 
personal excellence, said 


f 


chair Stan Cameron. "It'll be 
critical to partner with organ- 
izations and private donors to 
help us make an even greater 
difference in lives of children 
and youth." 

Those interested in attend- 
ing the launch event can RSVP 
and get more information by 
visiting peellearningfounda- 
tion.org/launch. 
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A local recreation centre 
is getting a modern 
makeover. 

Loafer’s Lake Recreation 
Centre (30 Loafter’s Lake 
Lane) will be closed later 
this year as it gears up for 
an expansion and renova- 
tion, starting on May 1. 

The centre will be receiv- 
ing a number of much- 
needed upgrades, includin 
new fitness change an 
family change rooms, ac- 
cessibility improvements, a 
sensory room and lobby, 
pool and parking refurbish- 
ments, among others. 


for expansion 


Located at 30 Loafer's 
Lake Lane (Kennedy Road 
and Sandalwood Parkway). 

The Centre will reopen in 
the fall of next year. Cur- 
rent facility users and pro- 
gram participants will be 
accommodated at nearby 
recreation centres in 
Brampton for the duration 
of the closure. 


Programs at Loafer’s 


Lake will operate on a mod- 
ified five-week schedule be- 
tween March 18 and April 
30. For more information, 
visit brampton.ca/recre- 
ation. 
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Mississauga Celebrates Chinese New Year in Style! 


DRESS 
WES CVS, 
RSS Sus 
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